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 Please provide a 500 words abstract outlining your thesis; you may wish to attach a 
table of contents or any other relevant material: 
 
Indigenous Tourism within World Heritage Sites is a new and unexplored concept that if jointly 
managed can bring benefits to the local Indigenous communities through sustainable tourism 
programs, seeking tourism industry participation in an economic, social, cultural or political 
framework to fulfil the expectations of the visitors to the World Heritage Area and to ensure its 
successful conservation. In the Australian experience, international, national and federal man-
agement tools are brought to the field as an example to illustrate the opportunities and challenges 
of Indigenous Tourism within World Heritage Sites. The case study, Blue Mountains Dreaming, 
discusses how Indigenous Tourism planning can be an effective tool to enhance credibility, ca-
pacity-building and communication within those World Heritage Sites where Indigenous people 
are cultural heritage. Furthermore, it reiterates the essential participation of the Indigenous Com-
munity in all management planning stages toward successful conservation of the site and pro-
poses Co-Management as a vehicle for cross-cultural understanding to achieve the goal of sus-
tainability toward the process of reconciliation. 
 
Keywords: Indigenous Tourism, Sustainable Tourism, Co-management, World 
Heritage. 
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